
THE RULE OF THIRDS 

 

This involves setting up the image in equal sections of three or a ratio of .33:.66 or 

one third is to two thirds. This techniques is very easy to use and is particularly 

effective in landscape or seascape photography.  

 

The rule of thirds is actually a more simplified version of the Divine Ratio (also 

known as the golden mean or golden ratio). It is not actually known why it works but 

it is globally accepted that the ratio creates a more aesthetically pleasing image. 

The image below shows lines dissecting an area into thirds with the intersection 

points of the lines considered "interest" points where the eye is led to and which 

are ideal points at which to include focal points in an image which is using the rule 

of thirds.  
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The graph may also look familiar to you from the display options on your digital 

camera! 


